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Exploring the Revival of Song Neo—Confucianism in the Ming Dynasty through
the Theme of Eulogizing the Emperors, Admiring Ouyang Xiu and
Worshipping Wang Yangming in Nan Chu Hui Jing Bian

Qiu Xinjiang

Abstract; The book Nan Chu Hui Jing Bian has a cultural theme of eulogizing the emperors, admiring
Ouyang Xiu and worshipping Wang Yangming, which can reveal the cultural trend of the revival of "
Song Neo-Confucianism' in the Ming Dynasty. Eulogizing the emperors is a cultural theme that exists
in every dynasty, because the formation of a generation’s cultural atmosphere is always closely related
to the advocacy of the nation-building cultural concept. Although Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucianism origi-
nated in the Southern Song Dynasty, it was truly advocated and promoted in the Ming and Qing dynas-
ties, and even became an official philosophy finally. Its flourishing and development are closely linked
with Zhu Yuanzhang, the founding emperor of the Ming Dynasty, who was deeply influenced by Confu-
cianism. Under such historical background, guided by the banner of “Eulogizing the Emperors”, intel-
lectuals in the Ming Dynasty naturally developed a sense of social responsibility and historical mission to
revive Song Neo-Confucianism. Therefore, the resurgence of Ouyang Xiu’s academic excellence in the
Ming Dynasty not only did not contradict the theme of eulogizing the emperors, but also better suited
the gentlemen feelings of many refined scholars in the Ming Dynasty. Additionally, the proposal of
Wang Yangming’s Philosophy of Mind was actually based on the ideological and cultural background of
the revival of Confucianism throughout the entire Ming Dynasty. By incorporating some ideas of Bud-
dhism into Confucianism and applying knowledge to national affairs, intellectuals with" conscience"
carried out their thinking about the chronic problems existing in the current social ideological concepts
and systems, sought to provide a good medicine for this society and strove to inherit the legacy of" Song
Neo-Confucianism' and carried it forward. As a result, the cultural themes of eulogizing the emperors,
admiring Ouyang Xiu and worshipping Wang Yangming were well integrated in the Ming Dynasty.

Key words: Nan Chu Hui Jing Bian; eulogizing the Emperors; admiring Ouyang Xiu; worshipping

Wang Yangming; Song Neo-Confucianism



